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Resistance iIs Fertile

By Roger Snell

Guerrilla Gardening, gardening
on another person’s land without their
permission, is a growing trend, flower-
ing in cities across the globe. Intrepid

landscapers change a blighted patch in |

the city to a flowery enhanced vegeta-
ble garden free for any to share in the
harvest. With horticultural nom de
guerre like “Mr. Stamen” or “Wild Gin-
ger” and social network technology
these illicit gardeners plan their meet-
ups at night. It's not anything new, re-
member Johnny Chapman better
known by his Guerrilla name Apple-
seed. The Guerilla gardening name
was first used in the early 70’s when Liz
Christy and her Green Guerrilla group
took over a vacant lot in New York’s
Bowery-Houston area. Which is still a
garden taken care of by the parks de-
partment of New York.

Not surprisingly the hardest part
of these ventures of urban beautifica-
tion is finding those that will care for
these plots after they are planted.
Every wants to come to the planting
party, but it's the watering and care that
make the garden bloom to its potential.
Sometimes a business owner will see
what's being done in front of his store
and will offer to help keep it up. Show-
ing another facet of the community that
is created by an hours work on a quiet
night.

Guerrilla Gardeners espouse a
desire to actively contribute to public
spaces, beautifying cities, fighting the
blight that can so often become our
urban landscape, while building a
sense of community among neighbors.

As for public land, some places
have laws against planting on public
property and others don’t. Guerrilla
gardeners find gold in those neglected
places, like freeway on-ramps, where
the grey area between the road author-
ity and city authority fog the issue of
ownership. Some Police, lawmakers
and city workers take a hard line ap-
proach against guerrilla gardening, and
others see opportunity. Opportunity in
the likes of free labor and plants, while
giving the gardener a chance to show
their artistic and rebel talents.

Guerrilla Gardener’s have come
up with some ingenious ways of imple-
menting their vegetative incursions.
Seed bombs are very popular. A mix-
ture of clay, compost and seeds are
formed into a grenade of sorts, that can
be thrown into vacant lots on a whim.
This allows the seeds a better chance
at germination. A couple businesses,
Common Studio and Greenaid for
Change, have even retrofitted gumball
machines to dispense seed bombs for
those spur of the moment passive ag-
gressive fits of rebellion.

The most important issue with
Guerrilla gardening is the selection of
plant material, taking into account that
there will not be easy access to water

Pl and care will be infrequent at best. Re-
.| quiring a knowledge of drought tolerant

and carefree planting palette. Natives

4l would be an excellent choice to provide

long term beauty. Vegetables, of
course, will require more maintenance.

| would never suggest that anyone
do anything illegal. Though if a person
were to decide to plant a garden in one
of these situations, | could think of no
better resource for plants than the se-
lection of drought tolerant, beneficial
insect attracting, University of Davis
Arboretum All-Stars.

Check Out Our
New and Improved
Website
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The Mother Vine

By Roger Snell

When we think of century old plants, first thoughts of
are trees. Not a grape vine that saw the pilgrims land
and the not so quiet formation of the United States of
America, but on the northern end of Roanoke Island
in North Carolina is the Mother Vine. It is believed to
be the nation’s oldest cultivated grapevine, at ripe vin-
tage of 400 years.

At 400 years you would expect to have gone through
about as much as a grapevine can go through, but
the Mother Vine is going through an unexpected set
back. A contractor for Dominion Power decided that
a tendril touching a pole required he “spray the heck
out of everything” with herbicide as a neighbor re-
ported.

Scuppernongs, a type of native muscadine, were
America’s first cultivated wine grapes. Grown and
favored by the likes of Thomas Jefferson, who was no
stranger of bacchanalia, spending $10,000 on wine in
his for years as President and that was in turn of the
19" century dollars. The Scuppernong is North Caro-
lina’s state fruit, where the official state toasts salutes
a land “where the scuppernong perfumes the breeze
at night”. This musky sweet, aromatic perfume is
captured in captured in the wines made from the
scuppernong.

Many stories are told of the origins of the Mother
Vine, that Indians planted her and Sir Walter Ra-
leigh’s men saw her in the 1580’s, or that his infa-
mous Lost Colony planted her and the secret to their
disappearance lies buried under her. The first record
of the Mother Vine comes from the grant to the Baum
family to live and occupy the Mother Vineyard in 1732

and in 1858, the 84 year old Abraham Baum told a
reporter of the North Carolina Record that the Mother
Vine was the biggest on the island when he was a
child and his father told him that the vine was the
same as when he was young.

Muscadine grapes are nature's most powerful source
of Resvaratrol and Antioxidants (40x more resveratrol
and 7x more antioxidants than standard grapes, with
more than twice the antioxidants of Pomegranates).
Wine is now being made and sold from grapes grown
of cuttings from the Mother vine, as are supplements.

Experts were called out to access the damage done
by the incautious application of herbicides. The NC
State Department of Agriculture and the North Caro-
lina Department of Agriculture rushed out to examine
and offer opinions. North Carolina’s best viticulture
arborist was asked in and has been back several
times pruning out the dead wood, trying to keep the
systemic poison from getting to far into the vine.
Regular fertilizer and watering was recommended for
the vine that now measures 32’ by 120’ and experts
say she will survive. Jack Wilson has cared for the
old girl since he bought the property in 1957 and my
heart and well wishes go out to him and his family.
How many of us can say they have cared for a na-
tional treasure some fifty years and it's growing out in
the yard?

With our Blog & new
searchable database!
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Deer Resistant Plant O the Month:

Delosperma cooperii ;

Aka: Hardy Ice Plant

Sun exposure: Full to light
shade

Water: drought tolerant once
established, appreciates good
drainage

Flowers: Purple aster-like
magenta flowers from May till
October

Size: 2" tall by 24” wide

Zones: 2-24




July Chores in
the Garden

Everything is growing, including those pesty
weeds. Keep up pulling them or they will take
over and set seed.

Get your mulch on -- Apply a layer of mulch on
flower beds and around trees and shrubs 2-3
inches around the base of plants. It reduces
weeds, conserves moisture, and prevents dis-
ease. Mulch rocks! And I don’'t mean muich
the rocks.

Fertilize citrus trees, vegetables, and flowers,
but be a little organic about it.

Dead head roses and perennials to keep up
appearances and further the color in your gar-
den.

Continue feeding roses with organic fertilizers,
such as compost, formula 49 or fish emulsion.
Take out your houseplants for a nice bath and
some fresh air.

Cut back spring flowering shrubs. Some, like
Spirea and Weigela, will bloom again this year.

If you still haven't given up your un-PC patch of
turf. Mow it 3” tall. Helps conserve water, de-
creases stress and competition from weeds

Get your garden on,
Roger

Roger Snell
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If you think you know this month’s plant,

Call us! If you have some suggestions, let
us know them too. (916) 652-9261 x 1




